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[Concluded from page 307.] 


But although the Honorables, the Esquires, and the Reverends, who 
projected this scheme, and who take an active part in carrying it into 
operation, leave no method untried in order to increase the funds of the 
American Tract Society, this, after all, is not the principal object which 
they contemplate by these arrangements. They tell us, that their only 
wish is to evangelize the world ; whereas, all their efforts tend to super- 
stitionize it. Or, in other words, they are bent on forming one common 
creed—on making one common cause; to reduce all to one common 
faith—-to establish one common national church—to obtain the support 


of the national and state government—to erect an ecclesiastical throne - 


—to sway an ecclesiastical sceptre—to bind their fellow citizens « the 
chains and fetters of clerical domination—to prostitute the liberties of 
our country to the pride, ambition, and avarice of a crafty and design- 
ing priesthood—and to wrest from the hands of her citizens the right of 
thinking and acting but as automatons, whose movements are entirely 
directed by their managers. 
It has been long known, by those who have attended to the proceed- 
ings of the Calvinistic clergy in this country, that there exists among 
them a deep laid, well digested, undeviating design of introducing a 
church establishment of the Presbyterian description, with a compulsory 
system of tythes, as connected with the government of the United States. 
In all the Evangelical papers published in this country, and which are 
‘uniformly edited by furious “bigots, this scheme of a national religion 
has always beey openly and strenuously advocated. In the “ Christian 
Statesman” of.the 9th March last, we find the editor arguing against 
what he calls tlte-unchristian doctrine, now too prevalent mm the United 
States, “ that civil government has nothing to do with the maintenance 
of religion and its professors." He declares that there is not now a 
civilized, and (we may add says he) a barbarous government, in the 
world, that adopts this opinion: ‘ We go farther, and affirm,” he con- 
tinues, “‘ what no reader of history will contradict, that there never was 
a nation except the United States, in which some guardianship of the 
doctrines of religion, and of the forms of worship has not been commit- 
ted to the civil power.” He then goes on to argue, that according to 
the unerring lights of revelation, and enlightened reasoning, it ought to 
be so here; a position which no man will contradict “ who is a bible- 
believer.” “ Did not,” says he, “the civil government administer pro- 
tection and nurture to the church by divine command? Wicked men, 
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one and all, oppose this doctrine. 
them in this unholy warfare?” 

Such has been the language uniformly held by this sect of Christians 
in all times and in all countries where they have obtained a settlement. 
They seem, indeed, to have been embued in every age with the spirit 
of the bloody minded Calvin, who was so much of a Christian that he 
exulted in having been the cause of Servitus’ being burned at the stake, 
because that virtuous man dared to avow opinions that were not exactly 
conformable to those of his ferocious persecutor. But it was not till 
lately, that any disposition was shown in this country by other Christian 
sects to make common cause with the followers of Calvin in endeavor- 
ing to effect the establishment of a national religion. 

The Calvinists, as preparatory to a national religion, had instituted 
an American Education Society—a National Tract Society—an Ame- 
rican Bible Society—a National Sunday School Union, &c. It only, 
therefore, remained for the other sects, who had also, though not to the 
same extent, formed societies of a similar character, to unite these insti- 
tutions, and to give them such a direction as might accomplish the dar- 
ling object they had in view. Hence the origin of the ‘‘ American Tract 
Society.” 

That this statement does not rest on conjecture, will appear manifest 
on referring to the “ Report” of the proceedings of the Tract Society, 
held in Nassau-street, on the 9th of May, 1827. In that report, we 
have the Rev. A. of the Presbyterian church, making a motion, second- 
ed by the Rev. B. of the Episcopal church. The Rev. C. of the Epis- 
copal church offering a resolution—seconded by the Rev. D. of the 
Baptist church. The Rev. E. of the Episcopal church making a pro- 
position—seconded by the Rev. F. of the Methodist church. The Rev. 
G. of the Dutch church, saying something—followed by the Rev. I. of 
the Episcopal church. 

Thus we have Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, 
Dutch Reformed, &c., proclaiming to the world, and to their blinded 
and bigoted followers and donors, that harmony is restored among all 
the different sects of Christians! Although they had been quarreling 
with each other for hundreds of years to obtain power and influenee,— 
finding their efforts vain as individual or separate bodies, they conelud- 
ed, rather than lose their object altogether, to agree on a truce—to sus- 
pend hostilities—to combine their forces—to make one mighty effort 
against the rights of conscience and the liberties of the people ;—and, 
having conquered, to sit down and divide the spoil—share the booty— 
and exercise their ill gotten power. 

Become arrogant and presumptuous from success, a Presbyterian 
priest and Dr. of Divinity, named Ezra Styles Ely, had the effrontery 
on the last anniversary of American Independence, to deliver a discourse 
at Philadelphia, which has since been published, containing doctrines 
manifestly hostile to general liberty—subversive of the national constitu- 
tion—and destructive of all enjoyments that do not give way to a gloomy 
and ferocious fanaticism. In this harangue of priestly assurance, the 
preacher recommends the abolition of all political parties in the United 
States—and the organization of a new and powerful religious party ; to 
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be trained and disciplined as such, for the express purpose of obtaining 
the government.of the country, and controlling the affairs of the nation. 
But let this pretended “ ambassador of heaven,’’—this organ of a foul 
conspiracy to strangle our liberties, speak for himself:— 

**Qur rulers,” says he, “ like any other members of the community, 
who are under law to God as rational beings, and under law to Christ, 
since they have the light of divine revelation, ought to search the Scrip- 
tures ; assent to the truth; profess faith in Christ; keep the Sabbath ho- 
ly to God ; pray in private, and in the domestic circle ; attend on the 
public ministry of the word; be baptised ; and celebrate the Lord’s sup- 
per. None of our rulers have the consent of their Maker, that they 
should be Pagans, Socinians, Mussulmen or Deists, the opponents of 
Christianity ; and a religious people should never think of giving them 
permission, as public officers, to be and do, what they might not lawful- 
ly be and do, as private individuals. If a man may not be a gambler, 
and drink to intoxication in the western wilds, he may not in the seat 
of government; if he may not with the approbation of their fellow citi- 
zens, in a little village in the north deny the true God and eternal life, 
he may not countenance and support those who deny the Deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, our President, Secretaries of the 
government, Senators, and other Representatives in Congress, Governors 
of States, Judges, State Legislators, Justices of the Peace, and city ma- 
gistrates, are just as much bound as any other persons in the United 
States, to be orthodox in their faith.” 

After thus presuming to be perfectly acquainted with the mind of the 
Deity, and of his intentions as to Pagans, Deists, and other opposers of 
Christianity ; and after arrogating the right of dictating who should, or 
should not hold offices of trust m this free country, this “ preacher of 
righteousness,” this “meek and humble disciple of the lowly Jesus,” 
proceeds, with the most unblushing confidence, to develope the plan ar- 
ranged by the leaders of the different sects to effect their object. 

‘¢ If three or four,” he remarks, “ of the mest numerous denominations 
of Christians in the United States, the Presbyterians, the Baptists, the 
Methodists and Congregationalists for instance, should act upon this 
principle, our country would never be dishonored with an avowed infi- 
del in her national cabinet or capitol. The Presbyterians alone could 
bring half a million of electors into the field, in opposition to any known 
advocate of Deism, Socinianism, or any species of avowed hostility to 
the truth of Christianity. If to the denominations above named we add 
the members of the Protestant Episcopal church in this country, the 
electors of these five classes of true Christians, united in the sole requi- 
sition of appARENT friendship to Christianity in every candidate for of- 
fice whom they will support, couLp GoveRN every public election in our 
country, without infringing in the least npon the charter of our civil lib- 
erties. ‘To these might be added in this state and Ohio, the numerous 
German Christians, and in New-York and New-Jersey, the members of 
the Reformed Dutch Church, who are all zealous for the fundamental 
truths of Christianity. What should prevent us from co-operating in 
such a union as this? Let a man be of good moral character, and let 
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him profess to believe in and advocate the Christian religion, and we cait 
all support him.” 

All parties are then called on by this priestly bigot to unite in the 
great and important purpose of filling the presidential chair, and the 
seats of our national cabinet, senate, and house of representatives, with 
those only who will promote the ambitious views of the religious faction. 
This effected, we are to have a written “ national creed,” to which eve- 
ry one must swear who wishes the favor or protection of government. 
The clergy and laity of the amalgamated sects, are to wear a “ national 
costume ;” and “a large extent of western land” is to be appropriated 
to the use and maintenance of the “ national clergy.”’ All sects that do 
not subscribe to the national creed, are to be deprived of their present 
religious liberties—no publicaticns are to be tolerated that avow doc- 
trines opposed to the established faith—and the rack and the gibbet, the 
natural concomitants of the establishment of this vital Christianity, are 
to be erected throughout the country, in order to eradicate every thing 
that bears the resemblance of liberal sentiments. 

With these facts before us—with proofs staring us in the face as clear 
as the sun at noon-day, that a combination of all that is base, and vile, 
and unprincipled, has been entered into for the avowed purpose of ar- 
resting the progress of trath—of crushing the growth of liberal opinions 
—I cannot allow myself to believe that there is an individual in this 
country capable of appreciating the value of liberty, who is not prepared, 
at all hazards, to oppose the arrogant claims, and dangerous purposes 
and pretensions of an ambitious and designing priesthood. This is the 
only country in the world where their political influence is held in proper 
check: For this boon we are indebted to the patriots who framed the 
constitution, and who shed their blood in resisting an attempt, similar to 
that now meditated, of bringing this country under the yoke of ecclesi- 
astical domination. 

That the cry of war is already sounded by these foes of freedom— 
that their aim is to reduce the citizens of this country to abject slavery—— 
to submit them to a mammoth and cruel power, which bids defiance to 
all that is dear to humanity—cannot admit of a moment’s doubt. So 
far, however, from feeling discouraged on account of the combination 
entered into by these sanctified knaves to overturn our liberties, I re- 
joice at the attempt ; because it exhibits them to the discerning part of 
the community, stripped of the mask of hypocrisy under which they have 
so long concealed their nefarious designs; and thus places them in a 
position where they can be assailed with effect. It was only when they 
carried on their accursed work under the deceptious cloak of a pretended 
holiness, that their efforts were to be dreaded. Now that they stand 
naked before the public as the avowed enemies of our political freedom ; 
as self convicted of aiming at the overthrow of the constitution, I am 
persuaded that there is too much discernment among the people of this 


country to be much longer duped and trampled upon by these spiritual 
tvrantss VERITAS. 
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NECESSITY. 

Mr. Enitor—If there is such a being as an omniscient, omnipotent, 
and omnipresent Deity, who created the universe, there cannot be in 
that universe any other being who has the power to act freely and inde- 
pendently ; for if God is omniscient, he must know every action of mau 
before it is performed. If he is omnipotent, no being can have a power 
of doing any action contrary to his will; for if he could, such a being 
would in that instance be his superior: his omnipresence is only a con- 
sequence of the two former attributes. But if there is no such being as 
God in the world, then some men think that we must be free. What do 
they mean by free? Free to act without rule and controul? There can 
be no such thing. The material world we see is governed by fixed and 
invariable laws, and is the mind of man less subject to restraint? Are 
there no rules by which the conduct of rational beings is regulated? No 
such things as motives by which a man is impelled to choose one thing 
im preference to another ? 

Supposing the world to be governed by a supreme intelligent Being, 
jet us inquire whether he acts by fixed or variable laws; whether by a 
general or a particular providence. To imagine that the maker of the 
universe (if such a being exists independent of matter,) either did not, or 
could not, foresee when he formed it, every possible contingency, and 
that he did not so dispose the laws of matter and mind as to produce 
the effects intended, without the necessity of perpetual interference, is to 
derogate from his wisdom and his power. It is a doctrine which must 
have originated from a very little mind, but has been believed by many 
great ones, and being the doctrine of the church, has found many advo- 
cates among men of the first-rate talents. But all the talents in the 
world are not sufficient to make it credible with any one who considers 
it as applied to God instead of man; to the one it is degrading and in- 
sulting; to the other it is flattering and consolatory. ‘The heathens per- 
sonified these imaginary inferences, and had divinities for every place 
and every circumstance ; and this is the whole secret of the heathen my- 
thology—it is a personification of human qualities ; of the operations of 
nature, or the events of the world. Minerva is wisdom, Molus is wind, 
Mars is war, Saturn is time, which eats up its own children, and subject 
to Fate or Necessity, which is considered as unalterable, and inexorable. 

Moses, the first lawgiver who ever ventured to promulgate the unity 
of the Deity, laid claim to his particular protection for the nation of the 
Jews, in exclusion of all the rest of mankind, and no doubt the success 
and continuance of his religion and laws is principally owing to this pi- 
ous fraud; but every page of his writings which makes the Deity a party 
to the massacres and murders of the Jewish nation; which supposes 
him to reject and harden other nations or individuals, is imconsistent 
with those ideas which we form of an omnipotent and benevolent ruler 
of the universe. And yet every part of the Jewish and Christian fli- 
gions supposes the interference of a particular providence, because each 
of them lays claim to a particular revelation. But are the Persians or 
the Chinese less creatures of the Deity than the Jews or the Christians ? 

If he did not communicate to them the means of obtaining his favor, 
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Knowing! If he does not punish them, where is the use or benetit of 
these revelations? And if he only rewards them according to know- 
ledge, is he not partial in the distribution of his kindness? ‘To suppose 
that the Deity suffers a man to be brought into a difficulty, and then 
steps in to help him out, is little less than ludicrous ; yet we have been 
seriously told, that such a man was saved from shipwreck, storm, or fire, 
by a particular interposition of providence. ‘The very words are a con- 
tradiction to each other ; for providence comes from the Latin word pro- 
video, which signifies to foresee, in the limited sense as applied to men; 
hut in its higher applicatian to the Divinity, it means to foresee every 
thing. Now if the Deity foresaw the man’s falling into the difficulty, he 
must, without doubt, have foreseen the means of extricating him, and 
have produced both by a regular train of causes and effects, or his know- 
ledge and his power are limited. In all those instances of sudden pre- 
servation, the attention of observers is caught by the nearness between 
danger and death; and that seems to be something more than natural, 
which is nothing but the operation of cause and effect. If they will but 
allow that it is not miraculous, the wonder ceases; for that one man 
should be saved in a shipwreck by laying hold of a plank, requires no 
further interposition of providence than that the rest should be drowned 
if the plank could save but one; if it had saved a hundred, then he 
might be said to have interfered, and to have worked a miracle, for such 
is the only meaning which we ought to give to a particular providence. 

If the laws which regulate matter are fixed and invariable, why are 
not those of mind, supposing them to result from the same organiza- 
tion; and if this be allowed, then it follows that there is no such thing 
as libe tty opposed to these laws, and that we seem to be free only be- 
cause we have the power to deliberate ; ; but that our choice is constantly 
influenced by a motive, and that motive by a series of causes which are 
lost in eternity, as a watch appears to go by itself until we understand 
the mechanism by which it is put in motion. 

To this opinion many and powerful objections will doubtless be rais- 
ed: first it will be said to strike at the root of all morality, by inducing 
men to believe that as they haye not the power to avoid doing evil, they 
may indulge themselves in every species of wickedness. Are there none 
who do this without believing in necessity? and may not men equally 
believe themselves impelled to do good? The fallacy of this argument 
lies in not giving the opposite opinion its full extent; for the principles 
of morality, which are either implanted by nature, or acquired by imita- 
tion and habit, are as much a part of the general system of the moral 
world, as those propensities and temptations to vice which seduce or im- 
pel others ; and no motive can operate on man which is not the result 
of natural causes; therefore we are just as safe from the dangers of vice 

er the belief of necessity, as if every man believed himself a free 
nt. 

Next, it will be said, that man’s own feelings are a direct contradic- 
tion to the belief of his actions not being free: “ we know,”’ say some, 
* that every action we perform i is ejther the result of deliberation or of a 
violent temptation ; but in both these cases we feel that the mind i 
"ag" free.” True it is that we seem to have the power of sjasledibt, 
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vecause when two things are proposed to us, we must take the one or the 
other ; and at one period of time they seemed indifferent. Even after 
our choice, we think we had the power to have chosen the reverse ; but 
this is fallacious, for we acted from the motive which was strongest at 
the time, and that motive was only the result of impressions, which arise 
as much from the mechanism of the mind, as seeing does from that of 
the eye. ‘These motives impelled us to act as much as the heavier 
weight inclines the balance ; so that we might just as well say we might 
have acted differently, as say that if the lighter weight had been the 
heavier it would have turned the balance. As to actions that are tri- 
fling, the power to deliberate is so frequently exercised, that in time it 
ceases to be perceived. In these we seem to act with a greater degree of 
freedom, but in reality there is not the least difference. Popularly 
speaking, we are moral and accountable agents, actuated by motives 
and governed by hopes and fears ; but philosophically speaking, we are 
mere machines, impelled by a power of which we have no knowledge, 
nor even any conception. According to the system of necessity, vice is 
no more in our power than virtue ; we act in both cases under the im- 
pressions which certain objects make on our senses, and these senses 
move our desires ; desires operate on the will; and the will produces 
the action. The rectitude or depravity of any man’s conduct, therefore, 
depends on the impressions which he receives in his youth; for these 
impressions, frequently repeated, become habits, and form the character 
of the man: hence will be seen the necessity of a virtuous education. 
Let no man be alarmed at the idea of his being a mere machine, for at 
any rate he is not of his own making, and therefore, has no more right 
to claim a liberty of action, than the right of making himself: he can 
do nothing which is not intended by a superior power; and, therefore, 
he need not fear being impelled to vice by an irresistible propensity ; for 
if such is the will of providence, it is not in his power to resist, though 
he may suffer for his imprudence : I will not venture to maintain, that 
whatever is is right; but ] will affirm that it cannot be otherwise than 
it is. 

Let us then submit with resignation to the present state of things 
which is established, from a consciousness of its inevitable necessity. 
This does not forbid the exercise of human virtues or wisdom ; nor can 
it prevent or increase the operation of vice, for both are parts of the 
same system. Men whose delicacy, or whose piety, is shocked at the 
idea of making what they please to call God, the author of evil, are 
forced to vindicate his goodness at the expense of his power; and, rais- 
ing up another, or a rival power whom they term the Devil, make him 
the cause of all moral evil, while God is only the author of good. A 
notion so childish could have originated only in the infancy of the world, 
when men never reasoned on the nature of things, but believed implicitly 
all they were told ; and when priests were the only depositories of know- 
Jedge, and knowledge was derived from any thing but reasoning and 
experience. Should these opinions be true, they can do harm ; if false, 
not more than others have which are yet believed. But it is expected, 
probably, that they should be shewn capable to produce good. First, 
then, they strike at the root of all bigotry and superstition. Regarding 
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all systems of religion as the invention of men, they teach resignation to 
the events of the world as the result of an inevitable necessity ; but while 
they enforce resignation, they by no means prevent exertion. 

Finally, these opinions limit the virtues or the exertions of man ne 
farther than they are limited by our nature ; and as they teach us that 
every action of our lives, and every event of the world is the result of 
an established order of things, they tend to make us more truly moral 
than any system of superstition, which by continually calling the atten- 
tion to its pretended author, or to external ceremonies, withdraws our 
thoughts from the practice of virtue, and substitutes faith for morality. 

CLIO. 
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SUNDAY LAW. 


Ata public meeting held in the Bethel Academy, Elizabeth Street, on 
the 18th May, 1828, to take into consideration the legal proceedings, 
adopted by the corporation, to compel the observance of Sunday, it was 
resolyed to raise a subscription to defray the expenses of defending two 
suits brought against one of our citizens, in which verdicts had been ob- 
tained ; to appeal to the Superior Court for an alteration of these ver- 
dicts ; and to prepare and support a petition to the Legislature for a re- 
peal of the law compelling the observance of Sunday. A Committee 
was also appointed to carry these measures into operation. 

At a subsequent meeting, held in the same place on Ist June, the fol- 
jowing address. drawn up by the Committee, was read and ordered to 
he printed for distribution :— 


ADDRESS. 

The late measures adopted by certain sectarians to enforce, by the 
arm of civil authority, the observance of the first day of the week as a 
day to be kept holy 5 ; and the ecclesiastical intrigues and conventions 
throughout the state‘ for the same purpose, have obliged the * FREE 
PRESS ASSOCIATION,” as free citizens of a Free Republic, appre- 
ciating their rights, and valuing that freedom claimed by the declaration 
of rights made “by their fathers, and guaranteed by their constitution, to 
appoint acominittee to adopt measures which may counteract the grow- 
ing evil. 

That committee cannot but express their astonishment, that so much 
apathy should so long have existed in the unresisting submission to the 
assumed power of the corporate bodies in enforcing ordinances which 
strike at the rights of man, and which are at variance with every repub- 
lican principle, consequently, injurious of public morals and public good. 

A late manifesto of a society got up expressly for the purpose of 
obliging the observance of their day to keep it holy, which neither civil 
right, moral obligation, or religious duty sanctions, is so expressive of a 
determination to force upon their fellow citizens such restrictions, and 
the adoption of so much of their peculiar tenets and observances, as mili- 
tate against those rights and liberties of conscience which are natural 
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and unalienabie, that the committee cannot refrain from lifting their 
voices against it. Im doing so, however, they fully disclaim all preten- 
sion or wish to persuade any one to the infraction of a day which he 
conscientously believes to be holy. They only claim for themselves 
what they wish to see guaranteed to every one—the right and liberty of 
judging for. themselves in this particular, and not to be compelled to do 
what they conscientiously believe to be wrong. 

In our examination of the ordinance for enforcing the observance of 
the Sabbath, we are to view it in three lights—as a civil ordinance, as a 
moral ordinance, and as a religious ordinance. 

First, then, as a civil ordinance. 

Two principles must be here recognized, viz :—that one of the objects 
of government is to prevent the strong from oppressing the weak ; and ‘ 
that as civil government is but delegated authority for the public good, it 
can never possess any more power than those who delegate it, and have 
a right to give. 

As then this ordinance requires the observance of a religious day, and 
by allowing certain other persons because more numerous and powerful, 
to choose their day, and withholding that right from us,-:and obliging us 
to conform to theirs, we cannot but look on it as an act of oppression of 
the weak by the strong. But numbers cannot justify evil. 

This ordinance of our city authorities, we conceive, therefore, does not 
fulfil that object of government, the protection of the weak ;. but rather 
unites with the strong against the weak. It is “a violation of the equal 
rights of man—an act of spiritual oppression and intolerance.” 

‘*As no one or any number of the constituents of civil government 
have a right to dictate their sectariau opinions to any one person, or to at 
any other portion of the community, government could never acquire a ot 
right to cause any individual or any number of its constituents to violate 1a 
their own opinions, or to conform to the tenets of others, which they 4 
neither profess or believe ; neither could the power ever be delegated to 
our Legislature by which they could righteously enact a law discriminat- 
ing between the various and discordant systems of its constituents, giv- 
ing legal preference to the sectarian opinions of one class to the dispa- 
ragement of another.”’ (a) 

As one person has no right to do an act which it was not the equal 
right of the other to retort in kind, “ so each and every one is without 
that right, and all collectively are without it.””. Two or more persons, 
therefore, whose opinion might happen to concur, could have uo right to 
dictate theirs to any one ; for if each and every individual in the com- 
munity is without the right in question, all associates are equally desti- 
tute of it as any one.” (d) 

We are told of the necessity ‘“ that the convenience of the minority 
should yield to that of the majority.”” Where, however, is the conven- 
ience of the majority in this case, that the conscience, rights, property, 
and convenience of the minority should be trampled upon by usurp- 
edauthority. The pursuit of their daily bread by a handful, a minority 
cannot interfere with, cannot prevent the majority from pursuing what 
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they consider their duty, from following the dictates of their conscience : 
and we do not wish to interfere with the rights of conscience of any man 
—but we wish our own to be respected. 

The fourth of July, Fast-days, and Thanksgiving-days, are annually 
set aside for their respective purposes, and the citizens are enjoined and 
recommended to observe them : and some persons choose always to re- 
sort to houses of worship on those days ; but we hear nothing of ordi- 
nances for compelling others to do the same, or even of the observance 
of those days, although to this nation the first of those days has been of 
more importance than any Sunday could be. We hear nothing of the 
immorality of buying and selling on those days, or even of playing, and 
amusements, which are rather encouraged; nay, they may be considered 
as days of downright licentiousness, during which more sensuality is 
practised than on any other three days in the year ; and those days may 
be considered as much statutory or legal days of rest as any Sunday. 

Secondly---As a moral ordinance. ‘ That it is universally admitted 
that the prevalence of knowledge and virtue among a people is indis- 
pensable to elevated and permanent rational prosperity ; and preemi- 
nently so for the perpetuity of republican institutions, in a nation so ex- 
tended as our own in territory, so rich in soil, so multitudinous in num- 
bers, so vigorous in enterprise, and unless restrained by moral power, 
so sure to be carried by the tide of corrupting abundance to dissolute- 
ness, and effeminacy and ruin,”’ we agree ; and that a certain portion of 
the time set apart for the promotion of knowledge and virtue may be of 
essential benefit, especially to the working class ; and for that purpose 
a civil institution may be useful. But when its ordinance is obligatory, 
and compels the laying aside of industrious pursuits, without affording 
any adequate and equally attractive occupation to employ the minds of 
men, the necessary consequence will be an inducement to vice and im- 
morality, as no ordinance can be enforced in this country compelling 
people to resort to places of worship; neither can we suppose, if such 
compulsory ordinance were enforced, that it would in any way benefit 
the moral habit and character of any people. 

To make the population of a nation, by force, acknowledge any reli- 
gious observance or form of worship, may make them hypoerites; but 
can add nothing to the good propensity of man, to his love of virtue, to 
his industry, or to his happiness. 

That habits of cleanliness and health may be promoted by a proper 
appropriation of a certain portion of the leisure moments of those who 
are almost constantly employed in pursuit of their daily bread, there can 
be no doubt. But that this must necessarily be a seventh part of their 
whole time, does not appear. ‘That habits of industry are promoted by 
requiring and enforcing an abstinence from all laborious and industrious 
occupations under severe pains and penalties, is a direct contradiction 
of terms. When ‘“ the Sabbath exerts no moral power upon those who 
withdraw themselves from the duties of it,” dnd a population is made va- 
grant by being shut out from labor and industrious pursuits, and are left 
no choice but between such amusements as may accidentally occur, and 
a continual melancholy and dreary view of human nature ; which, from 
the necessary and actual constitution of human nature, will they be nrost 
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likely to accept ? Will not such an obligatory Sabbath be most likely to 
impair the moral power, increase temptations, corrupt our virtue, and 
especially undermine our republican institutions, by opening a way to 
the introduction of those great curses of European countries, the estab- 
lishment of State Religion, Ecclesiastical Inquisitions, and the lighting 
the fire and faggot ; and thus, as appears to be the object of our perse- 
cutors, “render self-government impossible, and despotism the lesser 
evil.” 

Thirdly—An act that is barely immoral on one day, must be so on 
every other day; but as selling, labor, and amusement, are permitted 
every other day, they cannot be considered by the government as evils 
in themselves ; they, therefore, must resort to some other reason, which 
can only be a religious one. If the Mosaic commandment is appealed 
to, that orders the seventh and not the first; it is not then, according to 
that commandment, immoral to violate the first. And by the law re- 
quiring to keep the first, it implies that it is not immoral to violate the 
seventh. It therefore makes neither immoral. 

** As strange as it may seem, and doubtless is, the law of which we 
are treating enacts implicit belief in the divine appointment of a Sab- 
bath day, and at the same time by recognizing, nay, by coercing the 
observance of another than the seventh day of the week as holy time, 
inpeaches the testimony of the only witness relied on for proof of the 
divine institution of any Sabbath.” (c) Is it said that it is immaterial 
which day is kept? The Mosaic command says otherwise. ‘* When 
did infinite wisdom find it necessary to change the Sabbath day? Is 
there a new command? Where? Does God change ?” (d) 

If the seventh day was appointed by command cf God to be kept 
holy, by what authority is the first day appointed! If the statute alone 
is sufficient authgrity for that, the Mosaic command must not be ap- 
pealed to, but there must some other good reason be shown why it 
should be instituted, which must be derived from the two first points, 
viz: as necessary in a civil or moral view, and it must be proved that 
the safety of the government and of the majority require the enactment 
of Sabbath laws, and that playing, or buying, selling, and living by the 
gain, is worse on one day than on another. 

If commerce, canals, and turnpikes, be ‘“ annihilating the national 
conscience in respect to the Sabbath, and rolling the wave of oblivion 
over that day,” as asserted by the aforesaid manifesto, we say, also, that 
in the same proportion has the human mind become enlightened, the 
comforts and happiness of the country increased—the enjoyments for- 
merly restricted to a small part of the people, now sent far and wide 
through the whole population. If then we have gained the benefits and 
lost nothing more than the superstitious observance of a day formerly 
dedicated to the worship of the Sun, or Apollo, but substituted by the 
early Christians because they were once Pagans, in place of the Jewish 
Sabbath, we shall always hope that commerce, canals, and turnpikes, 
may continue to increase, and with them the constant increase of those 
concomitant benefits. 


(c) People’s Rights Reclaimed. (d) Ybid. 
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That the destiny of this nation, and of the world, is deeply and ‘pet- 
manently affected by the decision of this question, we cannot doubt ; 
for we cannot doubt that the enforcement of any civil ordinance which 
requires, in the face of our constitution, the sacrifice of a portion of the 
time, consequently of the property, of a portion of the community, m 
order to follow the religious tenets of another portion, and which coerces 
the observance of the institutions of religion of any party by their fellow 
citizens, is all important, since it interferes with, and is a direct infringe- 
ment of those rights, which, as we thought, were secured to us by that 
constitution. 

The committee cannot but think, that were the individual who has 
undergone prosecution and persecution for maintaining his nghts, sup- 
ported in their maintenance, by appealing to a higher court of judica- 
ture, the judgment already given would be reversed, and the ordinance 
of usurpation of power repealed. They have therefore prepared the 
following subscription ‘paper, which they lay before the meeting for their 
sanction and signature; and they further recommend the appointment 
of a larger committee to obtain the signatures of as many of their fellow 
citizens as will come forward with them in the maintenance of their 
rights. If, however, this measure should fail, which the unwarranted 
sway of ecclesiastical influence may render possible, we have still an- 
other resort—an appeal to the authority delegated to legislate for the 
people, by a petition to that branch of the government. 

BENJAMIN OFFEN, President. 


*,* As the Sunday law operates in every part of this State to the 
manifest injury of all our citizens, it is hoped that a desire to preserve 
our rights inviolate, will induce those in the country who are tmimical 
to ecclesiastical usurpation, to aid their brethren in the city in obtaining a 
repeal of the obnoxious statute. Auxiliary committee’ might be formed 
in every town and village, which, by co-operating with the general com- 
mittee in New-York, might easily raise a sum sufficient for all purposes. 
Communications on the subject may be addressed, in the meanwhile, to 
the editor of the Correspondent, 422, Broadway. 


Free Press Tract Fund.—Although the advocates of liberal principles are opposed 
to those Bible, Missionary, and Tract Societies, which have been established in this 
and other countries, the principle on which these Societies proceed cannot but 
receive their approbation. It in fact, originated with the friends of civil and religious 
liberty in Europe, and would, long ere this, have overthrown political as well as 
spiritual tyranny, had not measures been adopted to restrain the dissemination of 
all writings calculated to dispel the mists of ignorance. 

A plan so excellent and efficient was not to be lost sight of by the priesthood. 
They immediately perceived that a system so well adapted to operate on the 
human mind in favor of liberal principles, might, now that its progress had been 
arrested by the civil power, be acted upon with advantage in aid of religion. Pious 
tracts were thus substituted for those of a liberal tendency; and that mighty engine, 
the press, the value of which can only be appreciated when it is employed in diffusing 
knowledge, has been prostituted to the base purpose of arresting the progress of 
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stience, in order to extend the empire of superstition, and the influence of the 
priesthood. 

The object contemplated by creating this fund, is to counteract the demoralizing 
effect which the circulation of religious tracts must have on the community. By 
sending forth writings of a nature suited to open the eyes of the world to the deception 
practised upon them—to give birth to reflection—to lead to a rational train of think- 
ing—it is not doubted but that one liberal tract, while it will be read far more exten- 
sively, will have a more powerful effect in rendering mankind better and happier, 
than ten thousand of those religious productions, with which the country is inundated, 
and which, there is every reason to believe, are loathed by four fifths of the in- 
habitants. 

With these views, the “ Free Press Association” respectfully solicit the co-opera- 
tion of the friends of Truth throughout the United States, who will be supplied with \ 


































Tracts at cost prices. f 
Subscribers of $1, will be entitled to 1000 pages; being ten pages for one cent. 192 
A donation of $10 will entitle the donator to 500 pages annually, during life. A uf 

ce 






donation of $5, to 250 pages annually, during life. 

Orders to be addressed to the agent, Mr. GEORGE HOUSTON, Free Press Trae? 
Depository, 422, Broadway, New-York. 

The following Tracts are now for sale at the Depository. 

No. 1. Christian Mysteries.—8 pages. 













No. 2. Progress and Effects of Christianity.—4 pages. + 
* * All orders must be post paid, and accompanied by a remittance. Nos. 3 and } 
4 will be put to press in a few days; and the subsequent numbers as soon after as th 






the receipts will meet the expenses. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


Dr. Chalmers.—The following is an extract of a letter from a gen- 
tleman in Edinburgh to a friend in London, respecting this once cele- 
brated preacher :--- 

‘*‘ On this side of the Tweed we have priests of all denominations, 
among whom one, for his bold and undaunted effrontery, certainly de- 
serves our attention. In the walks of common life, such discrepancy of 
character would never be overlooked ; but a man invested with the forms 
and functions of a churchman can do any thing; his name is sacred, 
and his actions dare not to be inquired into. Such are the maxims of 
theology, else how can we reconcile the conduct of the far famed ora- 
tor, Dr. Chalmers, who had attained in this country the summit of ec- 
clesiastical fame, but who, at one period of his life, could indulge in the 
profound speculations of Atheism! Fancying, however, that he could 
fill his coffers better by the abandonment of heresies so unpopular, he 
betook himself, on a sudden, to the whims and follies of the age, and 
became by a singular, though rude and boisterous peculiarity, possessed 
of qualities, which marked him, among his admirers, the first pulpit 
orator of the day. With these blandishments he has courted the favor 
of the vulgar, by preaching to them “ the tidings of damnation ;’’ while 
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with a class of a more fastidious and delicate cast, he has gained popu- 
larity by the vain attempt, in sermons upon astronomy, to reconcile the 
{ glorious discoveries of modern science with the foolish, self-conceited, 
and gross absurdities of the meek, the well known, and renowned Mo- 
ses. ‘To the no small disappointment, however, of all pious Christians, 
this redoubtable hero of theology, after acquiring by a few years calling, 
means sufficient to allow him to pass his days in a kind of inglorious 
indolence, has withdrawn himself from the fatigue and labors of the 
church, to preach moral philosophy to a few country clowns ; abandon- 
ing his foolish and credulous flock to the same state of sin and misery 
in which we suppose he found them !” 


The Progress of Christian Superstition. 
[Continued from page 320. ] 
Evaristus, succeeded in 110, and commanded that matrimony should 
be publicly performed in the church, adding the benediction of a priest 
to it; and without which ceremony, it should be void and null. This 
Pope entertained a good opinion, it should seem, of the benediction of 
a priest, on this occasion—no doubt he thought it would be productive 
of greater increase of children, and give his reverence an aditional in- 
fluence in the family, for ever after. 

Peter is said to be the first who formed the Mass and instituted Lent. 
These institutions have been finely enlarged on since, and very fruitful 
of superstition and revenue. 

Alexander I. succeeded in 118. He added considerably to the cere- 
monies, or superstitions rather, of the mass; ordering that water should 
be mixed with wine, before the consecration—that no priest should 
say more than one mass a day—and that holy water should constantly 
remain in the churches. This is pretty well for one Pope ; but it is hard 
to say for what purpose he introduced water into wine except he thought 
it too strong, or wished to imitate his master, and double the miracle. A 
standing supply of holy water, was a pagan ceremony, and very fit for 
the promotion of Christianity. 

Sextus Ist, came next, and ordered in 130, that sanctus, or holy, 
should be repeated three times in the mass. When superstition is on 
the road, it does not know when to stop. It was he also who ordered 
that none but persons in orders, should handle holy things. 

Telesphorus came to be Pope in 140. It was he who instituted mid- 
night mass at Christmas, in honor of one of his Gods having been born 
about that hour, in a stable! 

Hignus succeeded in 152. He was the first to establish the order of god- 
fathers and god-mothers at christenings and confirmation. This holy in- 
stitution lasts still, more for the benefit of the priest, than the god-child, 
and while it is so, it is likely to be continued. 

Pius Ist, ordered Easter to be observed on.the Sunday after the four- 
teenth day of the moon in March. This is a sign of change in the 
times. 

Anicletus, began his Papal reign in 165. He forbid the clergy to 
wear their hair or beards long: This is thé origin of crops among the 
christians, and is far from being popular in Great Britain and Ireland. 
He instituted the tonsure, and commanded that the mass should be cel- 
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ebrated with a round host, made of unleavened bread, and having the 
figure of Christ, or a crucifix impressed on it. This is domg very well: 
but what is strange, he was not deified for all these important inven- 
tions ! 

Victor Ist, elected tn 192, ordered Easter to be kept on the wane of 
the moon ; differing from his brother, Pius Ist, who would have it in 
the full. 

Ceserinus, elected in 201, commanded that all the faithful should 
come to their Easter communion. This Papal edict is still in force, 
though we find a great falling off in the latter days. 

Caliztus 1st, elected in 219, instituted the quarter tenses, and prohi- 
bited the Clergy from marying. This was rather too severe, and in 
opposition to the precepts laid down in Genesis ; but it is piously be- 
lieved, that the priests have, notwithstanding the Pope’s decrees, com- 
plied in a great measure ever since, with the injunctions of their Cre- 
ator. 

Urban ist, became Pope in 224, and substituted gold and silver uten- 
sus in the service of the altar, for glass, wooden and earthen ware, and 
that no man should become a bishop without being first a priest. The 
French republic has no reason to find fault with this decree ; it has been 
the means of enabling her to carry on the war egainst the priests at 
their own expense. 

Fabianus in 236 was elected Pope, and instituted the consecration of 
the Holy Oils on Holy Thursday, ordering the old oil to be burnt. This 
oil was to grease the young at baptism, and anoint the dying, and must 
have very singular virtue and great efficacy, no doubt, in consequence 
of having a certain form of prayer read over it. But there is nothing 
like keeping up the farce. It is worthy of remark that the older the 
church grew, the more she dealt in holy things. 

Stephen 1st, in 254, planned ornaments for the altar, and cut out the 
priests’ livery. This was the Master Taylor of the church, and did 
not want for plenty of stuff, if we may judge from the sacerdotal accou- 
trements now in use. 

Dionysius, in 259 divided the Christian world into dioceses and pa- 
rishes, which division is still unfortunately kept up, for the benefit of 
priests and proctors. 

Feliz 1st, would not allow mass to be said but on a consecrated altar, 
and ordered relics to be placed on at the same time. It was now that 
stones and bones were getting into vogue, and becoming holy. This 
good man died in 275, and was very properly made a saint of ; for who 
deserved it better than he who could sanctify skeletons and quarries ! 

Cayus, in 283, fixed the degrees of holy orders, with a view, no 
doubt, that the priests should not get too sanctified, all at once. 

Marcellus, elected in 304, ordered that no council should be held 
without the authority of the pope, and instituted the college of cardinals. 
Here we find his holiness getting strong every day, and we shall soon 
see what good use the father of the faithful made of his power. 

Melchiades, elected in 311, ordered that no one should fast on Sun- 
days and Thursdays, not to imitate the Gentiles, who held these days 
holy. He commanded the use of the cross, and lights to be burnt during 
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mass; thus, while he wishes to avoid the superstitions of the Gentilés, 
he falls into greater himself. But as they were Christian, there was no 
harm in them! ; : 

Sylvester 1st, in the time of Constantine, ordered that bishops should 
bless the holy oils, and administer the sacrament of confirmation. He 
ordered also that the altars should be made of stone. Under this auspi- 
cious reign, we find that bishops are taking the lead of, and the power 
from the priests; they get the exclusive power of making oil holy, and 
confirming the faithful ;---privileges they have never since parted with. 

Marous came to the pontifical chair in 336, and ordered that in high 
masses, after the Gospel, the creed should be sung. This mass is like 
the Spanish Olla Podrida; every new comer threw in his scrap or mite, 
and now may, with great propriety, be called a mass of Papal supersti- 
tions. 

Julius Ist, succeeded to Marcus in 336, and decreed that all eauses be- 
longing to Ecclesiastics should be tried by a judge of their own. This 
looks well on the part of his holiness ; he draws a line of distinction in 
judicial affairs, between the laity and Clergy, and he did it with a view, 
most probably, of screening the vices of churchmen from the profane 
eye of the public. 

[To be continued.]} 





Free Press Association.—The meetings of the Association are now held in the Tem- 
ple of Science, (formerly the Bethel Academy) Elizabeth-Street, between Houston and 
Bleeker-streets. A Scientific lecture will be delivered on Sunday, (to-morrow) the 
15th instant, at half past ten o’clock, forenoon ; anda Theological lecture at 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon. 


Society of Free Enquirers.—This society now holds its meetings in the Long Room, 
No. 163 Chatham-street, where lectures are regularly delivered every Sunday after- 
noon at 3 o’clock. 

N. B.—There is an entrance to the room also in James-street. 


Free Debating Institution.—A society under this title has been organized in this city, 
for the purpose of discussing philosophical, political, and theological questions. It is 
open to all parties, and holds its meetings in the room occupied by the Society of 
Free Enquirers. On Sunday (to-morrow) evening, the chair will be taken at 7 
o’clock; and on the Mondays following at the same hour. 

The following question which has already undergone an animated discussion, and 
been twice adjourned, will be again taken up to-morrow evening :— 

“Does the ascendency of the Christian Priesthoo of the present day throughout 
the United States tend, or not tend, to subvert the rights and liberties of the Re- 
public ?” 

Gentlemen of the Pulpit, of the Bar, and others, are requested to attend. 

‘* Discussion rubs off the rust of prejudice, and leads to Truth.” 





The CORRESPONDENT is published at 422 Broadway, by Gro. Hovstor & 
Co. Terms—$3 per annum in advance. The first four numbers having been 
reprinted, complete sets can he had at the original subscription price. 





